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Almost There!

The last newsletter ended with this projection: “Even if
this involves African time, we should be ready 
for school to start in September!”  That was 
optimistic. Actually, throughout the fall the 
reconstruction project continued, sometimes 
speeding forward and sometimes stopped.  
New government requirements came in mid-
project, requiring, for instance, a bigger 
footprint.  Also, unlike the United States where 
the building supply company would extend 
some credit to the contractor during the course
of the project, it’s a pay-as-you-go system in 
Ethiopia.  So, while we tried to get the money 
to the contractor as he continued through the 
project, a two week delay in the arrival of the 
money, for example, meant a two week work 
stoppage.

But now the good news. At this time, the school 
is nearly complete!  The picture below shows that
the reconstruction has resulted in walls, 
windows, doors, and roofs.  A little paint will 
freshen up the drab grey, and soon we’ll be 
underway.

In fact, the work of identifying the students has 
begun. There is an advantage to identifying 
children that have already been registered with the 
government, and three such students have been 
identified for the school. While classes will not 
formally begin until after the new year, these 
students can start stopping by the school and 
begin to acclimate to a new, important part of their 
day.

One of the students is shown below with school 
staff member, Tarakegn.

    

Early in November the local Board met to address 
final decisions about staffing and licensing.  The 
US-based board also met in November, reviewing 
finances and the like.  US Board members are 



Vinnie Adams (Indiana), Rick Hamilton 
(Michgian), Larryl Humme (Illinois), Bob Ippel 
(New Mexico), and Linda Kamps (Michgian).  
Getenet and Steve Timmermans serve the 
board as volunteer staff.

What can you do?  Pray that the special needs 
children for whom this school is intended 
acclimate well to attending school.  Also, please
consider continuing your support of Faith 
School.  Because 2017 required reconstruction,
the fund raising goal was high: $30,000—and 

the goal was met through the generosity of many 
and by the grace of God!  As we look to 2018, the 
costs will be less than last year, unless we are 
inundated with students and require expanding the 
teaching staff.  

Gifts can be mailed to the address above or 
given on-line at www.ethiofaith.org. Thank all 
of you for supporting this worthy project.  
Blessings during this time of  Christmas  and in
the coming new year.


