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MORE PROGRESS!

Faith School in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia is 
getting closer to becoming a reality!

I (Getenet) made a trip to Addis Ababa early 
in June and accomplished much! First, the 
first Board meeting of the Ethiopian based 
board was held, as the pictures here show.  
Before the Board meeting, I met individually 
with each person, making sure they 
understood the vision and purpose for Faith 
School. Then, on a Saturday morning the 
Board met. This was an important step, for 
having local community leaders be behind 
the project is needed, both for long term 
sustainability and for the continuing 
processes toward government approval.  

The Board consists of a person from a local 
social service agency, the deputy general 
secretary from the largest Protestant 
denomination in Ethiopia, a local business 

leader/graphic designer, and pastor, and an 
educator.  As this Ethiopian Board compliments
the US Board, we made some important 
decisions.  Most important was to reach an 
agreement with the local municipality for their 
identifying children best suited for Faith School.
Just as important, we came to a conclusion 
about how to best get government approval.  
One way would be to have the government 
inspection just

 before opening; another way would be to start 
the school and then schedule the government 
inspection.  We decided the latter approach 
would work best. I’m grateful for these wise 
leaders who understand processes.



Recent trips to Ethiopia by friends with room in 
their luggage have allowed many of the teaching 
materials to arrive, including laptops, 
manipulatives, puzzles, crayons, and the like.

With the establishment of the Board, a bank 
account was opened that allows for easy fund 
transfer from US accounts.  Also, the contract with
the contractor was finalized, and reconstruction 
has begun.  The contract calls for all work to be 
completed in 60 days.  Even if this involves 
African time, we should be ready for school to 
start in September!

Because the first year includes all the start-up 
costs of reconstruction and supplies as well as the 
operating costs that begin September 1, our fund-
raising goal for 2017 is $30,000…and we’re getting
close to meeting that goal!  Gifts can be mailed to 
the address above or given on-line at 
www.ethiofaith.org. Thank all of you for supporting 
this worthy project.


