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After summer break, Faith School has begun again.  

Over the summer internal matters and external events 

caused some delay. 

 

Our lead teacher and assistant teacher left.  Therefore 

we needed two new staff members.  Gratefully, these 

individuals were identified and began teaching at Faith 

School this fall.  The lead teacher is Yenewube Alemu 

and the assistant teacher Abonesh Ayele.  In a country 

where there are so few special education teachers, we 

are thankful that Yenewube is experienced in 

education with a university degree. 

 
The external events in Ethiopia have been more 

variable.  In March, the Prime Minister suddenly 

resigned after a season of unrest.  In April, Abiy 

Ahmed was selected.  His selection was significant in 

many ways: relatively young at age 42, from an ethnic 

group usually underrepresented in government, and a 

Christian who grew up in a Muslim home.  His 

selection was greeted with much hope, and he visited 

the U.S. this summer; Ethiopians in record numbers 

turned out in Washington D.C., Minneapolis, and Los 

Angeles to greet him.  Things were looking good. 

 

But then, in early September, ethnic gangs went 

through Addis Ababa and surrounding areas, killing 

unsuspecting individuals.  Some of the killings were 

near Faith School.  Government offices, businesses, 

and schools were shut down until stability was 

achieved.  As a result, Faith School started a little bit 

later in the fall than originally planned. 

 

 
Thankfully, the violence is passed, and the country, 

city, and Faith School are thriving.  There is hope in the 

air, and keep Ethiopia in your prayers—that peace and 

civility will thrive. 

 

One of the bright spots during the turmoil was the 

parents of the students.  They value Faith School and 

were the strongest encouragers to get the School open 

and going after the strife.   

 

Their children—Faith School students—continue to 

grow and development.  Down Syndrome and Autism 

may be their diagnoses, but they reflect the image of 

God and are doing great things, things that they 

wouldn’t be doing and learning if not for Faith School! 

Currently five students are attending, but there are a 

few more on the waiting list. 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving and Christmas, the 

children and parents of Faith School wish you God’s 

blessings, and we look forward to the ways you might 

bless Faith School as you are able. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------Get  Involved-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 For more information, reach us at ethiofaithusa@gmail.com or go to the website: www.ethiofaith.org 

 Pray for continued stability and flourishing in Ethiopia 

 Give on-line at www.ethiofaith.org 

 Mail a check to EthiofaithUSA; 3500 Eastview Dr. NE, Grand Rapids, MI  4952
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